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From the President’s Desk 
 

Greetings all … from what will hopefully be, our last lockdown. Yay! Yes, there are distinct 
signs of light at the end of the tunnel.  
 

The latest setback in NSW and more recently in Port Macquarie scuppered our plans for 
the end of 2021. Oliver had, once again, to be postponed, our Open day pushed back to next year, 
a number of planned Players celebrations and activities abandoned and the process for renewal of 
the lease of our land put on hold by the lands department.    
 

Fortunately, with the bit of luck of Port Macquarie escaping the worst of the lockdowns, and 
the overwhelming support of our members and patrons, the two shows we were able to get 
underway this year (“We will rock you” and “Are you being served”) were amongst the most 
successful we’ve put on in recent years.  The feedback we received during these shows indicated 
that the thirst for live theatre is as great as ever. It bodes well for 2022. 
 

Talking of which we have finally, this week, been able to publish the program for our 2022 
season!  We are always chaffing at the bit a little on this one as we have to wait for confirmation of 
the show rights before we can publish the season program and in this case acknowledgment of 
agreement to the change of dates. But as me old grandma would say “good things happen to 
those who wait”. 
 

And good things we have for you … our two postponed shows (Oliver and Chemical 
Imbalance) have new dates, with the season opening in February with our postponed blockbuster 
“Oliver”. In between our delayed shows is another special event, the return of Gilbert and Sullivan 
to our stage. The same team that forty years ago opened our “new” theatre with “Pirates of 
Penzance”, Jim Matsinos and Robyn Ryan, are regathering to bring us “Trial by Jury”. And, as the 
adds say, “that’s not all” … we finish the season with Hamish Keddie stepping back in to the 
director’s chair (after the success of “We will rock you“) with “The Wedding Singer”. 

Locked down we may be, but idle we are not. Daniel Parlevliet and his production team are 
deftly re-imagining the rehearsal schedule for Oliver around what will hopefully be a more 
lockdown free and rehearsal conducive future 
Our community engagement team (CET) continue to meet and explore the possibilities of 
community interaction.  The Open day, intended as a stepping off point for our broader community 
engagement push, has had to be postponed ‘till next year. However, the team, re-invigorated 
under the new stewardship of Daniel Miller continues to put new projects on the table.   Last night 
(Saturday 2/10) saw the first in a series of events hosted jointly by The Players Theatre and 
outside community groups. Last night’s “Facebook Trivia night” co-hosted and compared by Jessie 
Davidson from “Round and Round” (thanks Jessie), drew a Facebook “crowd” of some thirty 
teams. 
 

The “Throwback Theatre” events were also the brainchild of the Players CET. Stay tuned 
for their next exciting adventure. 

  
A number of events are also on the drawing board for as soon as lockdown lifts: 

• First cab off the rank - We’re looking at a couple of one act play writing workshops in the 
near future. Opening with two plays by Paul Bishop. This will be an outdoor event (to avoid 
the need for masks) and though we don’t have a date yet (Until we know what’s happening 



with lockdown), if anybody is interested in being an actor / participant send an email 
through to Paul or Greg (secretary@playerstheatre.org.au). More detailed information will 
be emailed out as soon as dates come to hand. 

• Play readings will also be back on the cards once we get clarity on the immediate extent of 
future Covid restrictions. Again, stay tuned. 

 
A couple of other things before I close for this newsletter: A couple of folks have inquired about 

the progress of our renewal of our land lease with the lands department. As indicated above, 
progression toward renewal of the lease has again stalled.  The lands department needs to 
complete a tenancy audit, before we can apply for renewal of the lease. Unfortunately, the tenancy 
audit requires a site inspection and, after being postponed twice, that has now been put on hold 
due to Covid.  We are in regular contact with the lands department and they are fully aware of our 
situation.  I have been verbally assured that they are confident that the process will go through 
smoothly and should the delay extend beyond the end of our lease that an automatic extension of 
our lease will be put in place on a month-by-month basis. Small comfort but we’ll continue to keep 
both fingers and toes crossed. 
 

Lastly, I can’t finish up without mentioning the 80th birthday of our much-loved 2nd Vice-
President and longest serving Players member Jenny Gould.  Happy Birthday Jenny! 
 
 
 
 
Cheers All 
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PLAY WORKSHOP 
 

We Are looking for anyone interested in helping us workshop two 
plays that The Players Theatre Inc. would like to submit in the Wyong 

One Act Play Festival. We are not looking for cast just yet.  

The first workshop will be held a Hamish Keddie’s place on the  
16th October 2021 at 10am 

Please email secretary@playerstheatre.org.au to register your interest  

COVID RESTRICTION APPLY 

The two plays to be workshopped are: 

"Storm" by Tim Minchin Adapted for the stage by Paul Bishop. 

Based on the poem Storm by the Australian comedian Tim Minchin, 
adapted to a One Act Play format, with permission to perform from the 
author via a Facebook message. A group of four intellectual friends at 

a dinner party are joined by a free-spirited young woman with an 
alternative outlook on life. CAST: 2x adult males, 2x adult females, 1x 

young adult female  

TIME: 20 minutes  
 

"A Beautiful Noise" by Paul Bishop. 

A comedy romance set in 1973 based loosely on the songs of Neil 
Diamond. A lonely widower and his teen daughter are assisted by a 

mix of crazy townsfolk to help him find romance. CAST: 2x adult 
males, 2x adult females, 1x teen female, 1x teen male  

TIME: Approx 40 mins 

 



 
  

 

Can be ordered via 
 

Our Website: https://www.playerstheatre.org.au/shop 



 
 
 
 
 

Did you know the theatre has a Community Engagement Team? 
 

What is the Community Engagement Team (CET)? 
The CET is a team formed to support the marketing efforts of The Players Theatre Inc.; made up of 
members and committee working together. 
 
The purpose of the team is to engage the community by delivering a variety of events for the Port 
Macquarie Hasting Region and beyond. Membership and The Players Theatre Inc. brand is vital to the 
ongoing running of Players; CET aim to bring awareness to who we are as an organisation through these 
events. 
 
Who is involved? 
The CET has a total of 6 members, all with different backgrounds and experiences. Overall, the CET 
Members have a combined total of 60+ years of involvement The Players Theatre Inc. and the Port 
Macquarie Hastings region. 
 
The Team 
Daniel Miller 
Daniel Parlevliet 
Donna Liver 
Kirsten Keddie-Wolff 
Paul Bishop 
Robbie Landon  
 
What is currently happening? 
The CET are in the middle of putting together a suite of activities, including an open day, that will take The 
Players Theatre Inc. and its associated community to December 2022. 
 
So far, the CET have two main events. 
 

Throwback Theatre 
What 

Enjoy and reflect on a past Players Theatre 
performance. 

When 
This event takes place on the last weekend of 

every month. 

Trivia in the Round 
What 

A Collaborative partnership with The Players 
Theatre Inc. and Round and Round, participate in 
3-4 themed trivia rounds as a team of individually 

and is for all ages. 
When 

This event takes place on the first weekend of 
every month. 

 
 
 

We are sure those that  

attended the trivia 

will agree it was 

 a lot of fun! 
 



 

General 
Committee 

 
committee@playerstheatre.org.au 

 
Back Of House Co-ordinator 

Guenter Bieniasch  
 
 

Technical Services Co-ordinator  
Sarah Askell  

 
 

Front Of House Co-ordinator 
Amie Frank  

 
 

Community Liaison Co-ordinator 
Kirsten Keddie 

 
 

Production Co-ordinator 
Steve Harris 

 
 

Member Services Co-ordinator 
Paul Bishop 

 

 

Executive 
  
 

President - Lance Thompson 
Legal and Planning 

president@playerstheatre.org.au 
 
 

 
1st Vice President – Daniel Parlevliet 

Marketing Co-ordinator 
1stvp@playerstheatre.org.au 

 
 

2nd Vice President – Jenny Gould 
Box Office Co-ordinator 

2ndvp@playerstheatre.org.au 
 

 
Secretary – Greg Frank 

secretary@playerstheatre.org.au 
 
 

 
Treasurer – Stuart Symons 

treasurer@playerstheatre.org.au 
 

 


