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With the government extending the Dine & Discover 
incentive till the end of August 2021, Steve Harris has been 
kindly opening The Players Theatre Box Office every Friday 
between 11am - 1pm, and will continue to do so until the 31st 

August 2021. 
 

So if you or your friends still have your Discover vouchers, why 
not use them to book a show before they run out! 

 
If you have any question, email 

boxoffice@playerstheatre.org.au 



  16th of Jul – 1st of Aug 
 

Fri & Sat (8PM), 
Sunday (1PM) 

Group Shot Group Shot 

Buy Tickets Online Now! 

Extra Matinee 
Saturday 24th 

July 2021 
 



From the President’s Desk 
We’re Back! 

2020 was a challenge.  As COVID locked us all away in our houses and we all settled in for the long 
haul, the Players theatre community went into hibernation. Our membership both active and social, 
dwindled, our cash reserves dwindled and for the most part our doors remained shut. 

 
Beneath our becalmed exterior the committee scrambled to keep things afloat and keep our theatre 

community engaged.  We put together a membership page on our website to encourage an online 
interaction, we dabbled with live streaming, we put together a Christmas showtime whilst navigating COVID 
safe rehearsing and performing, we carried out whatever maintenance work could be achieved with limited 
resources, we set about re-working our strategic plan and updating our procedures, carried out a complete 
restructuring of our ticketing and membership system and we continuously re-jigged our contingencies 
around the ever-changing COVID regulations. 
 

We learnt a lot; how much can be done with limited resources (particularly personnel), how an 
online theatre company just doesn’t somehow seem to cut it, how really un-user friendly our new ticketing 
system is and, how far live streaming will go without a decent sound and video system. 
 

Fortunately, 2021 arrived and the clouds began to part.  By the start of January, we were confident 
enough that our patrons were ready to come back to the theatre and that we would be able to navigate 
around any pop-up COVID problems to produce a three show 2021 season. 
 

We set-to to Rebuild the brand, reinvigorate the active membership, and reset our plans for a post 
covid recovery. 

 
By the end of January, we’d successfully cast We Will Rock You, we’d had a semi successful 

members picnic (a really happy gathering of the Clan which came to an abrupt halt when the heavens 
opened up), we’d called for and appointed our new Community Engagement Team to help drive our 
community engagement program forward and we were starting to see light at the end of the ticketing 
tunnel. 

 
By the end of March our membership and ticketing system was up and running (a big shout out here 

to Steve Harris and Sarah Askell for staying the distance on this one), and we were able to start the 
process of rebuilding our membership base.  We’d also, thanks in large part to the efforts of Jan Cook and 
Lisa Harris, put together a comprehensive Grant application to re-new and re-build our somewhat archaic 
sound system (stay tuned, the fingers are crossed).  And we had two shows in rehearsal and an open day 
on the planning board. 
 

Getting up and running again did not however come easily or smoothly and, with a much smaller 
number of people to call on, a heavy load fell onto the shoulders of all involved. I would particularly like to 
highlight the work of the committee (most notably Dan, Greg, Amie and Barb), the costume and set 
construction teams and the entire “We Will Rock You” production team in getting our first show in 15 
months onto the Stage.  It was never going to be easy, it took an amazing amount of effort, but the pitfalls 
were eventually navigated.  And what a show it was, for the first time ever we averaged over 200 patrons 
per show. 

 
Indeed, following on from the success of We Will Rock You, I feel comfortable in saying, we’re back. 

Not quite as we were before COVID, our costume hire will remain open on a very limited basis for the 
moment and we will of course continue to be guided by the COVID safe rules, including mandatory 
checking -in under the COVID safe app (fortunately unlike Sydney theatres, we in regional areas are not 
required to wear masks in the auditorium).  



Over the course of the last nine months, there have also been some changes to our number and others 
that are now in the offing. 
 

Fay Blundell resigned from the committee in January due to personal commitments and we thank 
her for her short but dedicated period on the committee. Steve Harris who had already been heavily 
involved in getting our new ticketing system up and running was invited to join the committee and add 
some, much needed, bolstering to our ranks. Lois Callaghan, after a supreme effort working on the 
costumes for “We Will Rock You”, has stepped down as co-ordinator of the Costume department.  We 
thank her for all her hard work and commitment in the role. 
I would also like to make mention of the sad passing of Michael Spooner, who as an original member of the 
WWRY cast, died during the rehearsal period of the show. We also have a couple of committee members 
stepping down from their roles: 

 
Barbara Sherrin, after 9 years on the Committee, is not re-standing for election. Barb has been a 

mainstay of the Players over the years, and we thank her deeply for the incredible amount of hard work 
she’s put into the Players to date. Not that Barb is cutting ties with us, she is a committed member of our 
community engagement team and no doubt will continue to assist where she’s most needed. We hope that 
after a short sabbatical she will return to the management committee. 
 

Kirsten Keddie, whilst remaining on the committee, is stepping down from her role as treasurer. 
Nine months ago, Kirsten got dragooned into the role, not quite kicking and screaming, but as anticipated 
she has taken on the role with aplomb and done a fantastic job. Thanks Kirsten. 
 

I would however like to commend to you, all the members of the outgoing committee who have 
wrestled diligently with a difficult year. 
 

Before concluding, I would like to briefly bring you all up to date with the Players lease situation. As 
you are all, no doubt, aware, our building is owned by the Players Theatre but the land on which it sits is 
leased from the lands department.  Our current thirty-year lease is coming up for renewal at the end of 
2022.  Whilst we are hoping to organise an early renewal of the lease, that cannot be done until the lands 
department have completed an Audit of the lease.  Fortunately, things are finally moving on that front, 
jurisdiction of the lease has been moved from the dis-functional Taree office to Grafton and, after some 
prodding on our part, our lease audit has been moved to the current stack.  We are told that they’ll carry out 
an onsite audit within the next few weeks.  Assuming that the process runs smoothly we should be in a 
position to apply for an early re-lease before the end of the year. Our Community Engagement Team 
stands ready to spring us into action to garner support for the early renewal once that happens, or to raise 
curry should that be required.  In the meantime, the CET are organising an Open day on August the 28th to 
help raise our profile and hopefully help to build up our membership base. I will outline our Open Day and 
the community engagement team in one of the voting breaks. 
 

To conclude, As we now sit here our coffers are now nearly at the level they were pre-covid, Are 
You Being Served is now in rehearsal onstage (and looking very funny), Oliver has been successfully cast 
with what looks to be a very strong line up, and our first ever Open Day is now inked in for the 16th of 
October and with applications now closed for the 2022 season we have some very exciting prospects for 
our four show season (more on that once rights are secured and your new committee has signed off on it).   
 

In short, We’re Back! 
 
 
Cheers 
 

  



Welcome to the new committee: 
Who are they and what positions 

they have? 
 
We would like to introduce you to The Players Theatre Inc Committee for 
2021/2022  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Guenter Bieniasch 
Back of House (BOH)  

Co-ordinator 
• WHS  
o FOH and Backstage 

Manager Training 
o Safety, fire and medical 

officer co-ordination 
o WHS (personnel and 

equipment)  
• Security 
• Backstage maintenance & 

storage(set and 
props)Building Maintenance 

• Cleaning 

Amie Frank 
Front of House (FOH)  

Co-ordinator 
• FOH Services 
• Bar 

o Liquor Licensee  
• Merchandise  
• Catering 

 

Sarah Askell 
Technical Services  

Co-ordinator 
• Lighting  
• Sound  
• Technical Personnel training 

and co-ordination 
• Rights and Royalties  

Daniel Parlevliet 
1st Vice President 

Marketing Co-ordinator 
• Publicity/Advertising  
• Promotional Material  
• Website/Social media 
• Newsletter  
• Programs  

 

Stuart Symoms 
Treasurer 

• Finance 

Greg Frank 
Secretary 

• Admin 
• Public Officer  
• Theatre Hire  

 

Jenny Gould 
2nd Vice President 

Box Office Co-ordinator 
•Ticketing 
•Ticketsearch 
•Box Office Staff 
•Groups  

 

Kirsten Keddie 
Community Liaison 

Co-ordinator 
• CET(Community 

Engagement 
Team)Coordination 

• External event management 
OAP festival co-ordination  

• Assistant Finance 
(Treasurer)  

Steve Harris 
Production  

Co-ordinator 
• Production Liaison Team  
• Set Creation 

Costume Creation  
• Hair and Makeup  

Policies and Procedures  
 

Paul Bishop 
Member Services  

Co-ordinator 
• Membership  
• WWC 
• Member Activities 
• Member Welfare 
• COVID Management 
• Archives  
• Grants 

 

Lance Thompson 
President 

Legal and Planning 
• Lease 
• Future Planning 
• Insurance 

 



PHOTOS & VIDEOS WANTED 
  
We currently do not have any photos or videos from the following Players Theatre shows in our archives. If 
you have any that you could share or if you know someone who may, please contact the Players Theatre 
Secretary at secretary@playerstheatre.org.au or the Archives Co-ordinator Paul Bishop (0448 121212) 
  
PHOTOS WANTED: 
Bored Games (1993; Dir-Lance Thompson), Cabaret (1995; Dir-James Hannah), The Crucible (1996; Dir-
Lance Thompson), Hello Dolly (1996; Dir-James Hannah), Oklahoma (1997; Dir-James Hannah), The 
Boyfriend (1998; Dir-James Hannah), Habeus Corpus (2000; Dir-Margaret Coulon), Farewell Brisbane 
Ladies (2002; Dir-Peter Dransfield), Dick Whittington (2004; Dir-Eileen Kerr), The Odd Couple (Female 
Version, 2004; Dir-Lance Thompson), Wind in the Willows (2008; Dir-Eileen Kerr), Summit Conference 
(2011; Dir-Jim Matsinos), Jerry's Girls (2012; Dir-Sue Morvan), The Butler Did It (2013; Dir-Lance 
Thompson), The God Of Carnage (2014; Dir-Jim Matsinos), Showtime: At The Movies (2017; Dir-Barb 
Sherrin), Showtime: One Night Only (2018; Dir-Barb Sherrin) 
  
VIDEOS WANTED (even VHS tapes): 
1996 - THE CRUCIBLE, TOM JONES, HARVEY 
1997 - THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING ERNEST, LIFE BEGINS AT FORTY, SEASON’S GREETINGS 
1998 - THE BOYFRIEND, MAN ALIVE 
1999 - ANNIE, ON THE RAZZLE, PLAZA SUITE 
2000 - HABEAS CORPUS 
2002 - BRILLIANT LIES, OBJECTION OVERRULED 
2003 - THE ODD COUPLE (FEMALE VERSION) 
2005 - AGNES OF GOD, GUYS AND DOLLS, THE KING AND I, MASQUERADE ON BROADWAY, MOVE 
OVER MRS MARKHAM, THE REAL THING 
2006 - CALAMITY JANE, CRIMES OF THE HEART 
2007 - ARSENIC AND OLD LACE, WHEN THE CAT’S AWAY, STEPPING OUT 
2008 - GARY’S HOUSE, ALADDIN, HELLO DOLLY!, LAST TANGO IN PORT MACQUARIE 
2009 - ANNIE, BRIGADOON, THE CEMETERY CLUB, HAYWIRE 
2010 - THE BOY FROM OZ, KISS ME KATE, LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD, THE REUNION 
2011 - KING ARTHUR, LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS, A NIGHT IN COURT, NUNSENSE I, SUMMIT 
CONFERENCE, SWEENEY TODD 
2012 - JERRY’S GIRLS, PACIFIC HIGHWAY 
2013 - BOEING BOEING 
2014 - THE GINGERBREAD LADY, GOD OF CARNAGE, SOUTH PACIFIC 
2015 - ANYTHING GOES, QUARTET 
2016 - ALLO ALLO, THE ODD COUPLE 
2017 - INTO THE WOODS, JACK THE RIPPER, PUSS IN BOOTS, SHOWTIME CONCERT, SPAMALOT, 
VICAR OF DIBLEY 2 
2018 - CURTAINS, SHOWTIME CONCERT 
2019 - JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR 
 

Any other photos or videos of other shows, functions or other  

Players Theatre events would also be appreciated. 

Regards, 
Paul Bishop 
 
 
  





Let us know what you are 
interested in 

 
Did you know there is a spot on our members only 

page where you can let us know what areas of our 
theatre you want to help in? 

 
  Click the link below now to tell us where you are 
interested in getting involved! 
 
 
 

• Directing 
• Musical Director 
• Band 
• Choreography 
• Backstage 
• Audio Department 
• Lighting Department 
• Hair and/or Make Up 

• Wardrobe 
• Prompting 
• Set Construction 
• Front of House 
• Bar Staff 
• Programme Selling 
• Costume Hire 
• Maintenance 

 
 
 
 
 
   https://www.playerstheatre.org.au/interests 

 



Script Writing  
 

 The two minute themed scripts will automatically be 
entered into our Players “two minute script” competition.  The 
best of the scripts will be chosen and performed as rehearsed 
readings at our Open day next year, the final play chosen by 
acclamation at our open day will received much kudos and a 
voucher to be spent on Players merchandise or Players 
shows. 
 
       Please note that all Plays published here remain the 
property of the author.  The Players reserve the right to 
remove any scripts or comments that contravene the Players 
code of conduct. 
 

THEMES 
 

1) Theme: "She works hard for the money" 
2) Theme: "We're halfway there" 

3) Set: (Two buckets and a puddle of water) 
 

Submit your scripts on our members only page 
 
 
 
 

  

https://www.playerstheatre.org.au/scripts 
 



  
 
 
 
  

 

Can be ordered via 
 

Our Website: https://www.playerstheatre.org.au/shop 



 

 
 

General 
Committee 

 
committee@playerstheatre.org.au 

 
Back Of House Co-ordinator 

Guenter Bieniasch  
 
 

Technical Services Co-ordinator  
Sarah Askell  

 
 

Front Of House Co-ordinator 
Amie Frank  

 
 

Community Liaison Co-ordinator 
Kirsten Keddie 

 
 

Production Co-ordinator 
Steve Harris 

 
 

Member Services Co-ordinator 
Paul Bishop 

 

 

Executive 
  
 

President - Lance Thompson 
Legal and Planning 

president@playerstheatre.org.au 
 
 

 
1st Vice President – Daniel Parlevliet 

Marketing Co-ordinator 
1stvp@playerstheatre.org.au 

 
 

2nd Vice President – Jenny Gould 
Box Office Co-ordinator 

2ndvp@playerstheatre.org.au 
 

 
Secretary – Greg Frank 

secretary@playerstheatre.org.au 
 
 

 
Treasurer – Stuart Symons 

treasurer@playerstheatre.org.au 
 

 


